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your monthly exploration of new music 


10 The Wire Tapper 6 Special Edition 

Your track by track guide to this month’s free double CD 

14 Bites 

The Walkabouts Wandering minstrels I-Sound Jah's avenger Tatsu Aoki Bass explorer 

18 Jack Nitzsche RIP 

From his spectral presence in Spector’s Wall of Sourtd to the sizzling ferment of his lugubrious soundtracks 
for Performance and more, Jack was one of music's great backroom boys. By Ian Penman 

22 Invisible Jukebox: Jimi Tenor 

The Finnish Techno aooner and composer loses his cool to tracks by 0, Dick Hyman, Edward Vesala, David 
Bowie, Global Electronic Network and more Tested by Mike Barnes 

26 Dave Douglas 

Straddling uptown and downtown scenes, this versatile trumpeter is trying to end the Balkanisabon of jazz 
by adding East European sonorities and electronics to his latest group incarnations. By Christoph Cox 

30 Anticon 

With crayon-scrawled rhymes and multimedia projects based on stuffed animals, this collective of misfits, 

2 1 St century beatniks and backstreet B-boys are remaking HipHop in their own twisted image. By Hua Hsu 

34 The Primer: Gamelan 

A user's guide to the monkey chant, ceremonial dance and storm of bronze percussion created by the art 

40 vdre200,net 

To celebrate our 200th issue, The Wire maps out the state of alternative music on tfie Web. Including 
200 Websites Your essential guide to the best homepages for artists, labels, music resources and 

Plus 44 Philip Sherburne asks, are Napstw, MP3 and fals.ch: worth the bandwidth? 49 Mine host Rob 
Young meets Brainwashed.com founder Jon Whitney 51 Tuning in to Net radio pioneers Betalounge and 
Ocean Club 52 Hua Hsu finds HipHop's identity crisis played out on the Web 
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& Alex Ward, Harold Budd, Dillinger, Dave Douglas, Fennesz, Flar^, Godspeed You Black Emperor!, HaflerTrio. Steve 
Lacy, Francisco Ldpez, Magazine, Jackie Mittoo, William Parker, Photek, Pluramon, Ravi Shankar, Sun Ra, David Sylvian, 
Trans Am, Susumu Yokota and more 90 Multimedia Alan Ucht grapples with a new box set of Jean-Luc 
Godard soundtracks 92 Print Run New music books: Cool runnings with Dennis Brown, crown prince of r^ae; 
the making of Kmd Of Blue; Mary Woronov swims with the sharits at The Factory 98 On Location Going live; 
Peter Brdtzmann, William Parker and AALY Trio’s sketches of Porti^l; Diamanda Galas the singing serpent CresCng 
the soundwaves at France's Futura; Elliott Sharp curates a bed of sound at New York’s PS 1 
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16 Bitstream News from music's outer limits 89 Charts 94 Label Directory 
102 Out There October's selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 112 Back Issues 
113 Subscribe and get FREE CDs and FREE magazines! 114 Epiphanies Lee Ranaldo is blown in a 
new direaion by Rhys Chatham’s guitar storm 
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CDl 


:0l THE FALL 


According to a link accessed via The Fall's official 
Website, the group's current line-up of Julia Nagle. 
Neville Wilding. Adam Helal, Tom Head ar>d, of course, 
the irrepressible Mark E Smith, is its 27th incarnation. 
The personnel may change, but as Smith once said, "If 
it’s me and your granny on bongos, it's The Fall", and 
sure enough, this particular version of the group 
maintains The Fall's cantankerous 20 year assault on 
the citadels of popular culture. "Dr Buck's Letter" is an 



:02 FLANGER 

"Bosco's Disposable Driver" from the NTone 
album HkMght Sound 

Since forming in 1997, the duo of German synthesists 



>3 SUSUMUYOKOTA 


Although he is one of Japan's best known House and 
Techno DJs, Susumu Yokota has gained more 
attention in the West recently for his captivating 
minimalist works, Magic Thread and Image 1983- 
1998. Equal parts blush, watercolour and subtle Deep 
House, Yokota is one of the few Ambient producers 


capable of injecting this most faceless of genres with a 


:04 RAN BLAKE 



First making hts name by floatng down the Third Stream 
along with Gunther Schuller, Ran Blake has since 


developed into a unique piano stylist Incorpwating 

terse yet delicate style exists somewhere in the region 
between Bill Evans and Erik Sabe For the Horace Is Blue 
sessions, Blake adapts his icicle trickle to the disbnctly 
earthy tones of hard bop pioneer Horace Silver. 

:05 CHRISTIAN BAARCLAY & 
OTOMO YOSHimDE 

"Hyoushi” from the Asphodel album Moving Parts 

Christian Marclay and Otomo Yoshihide are two titans 
of avant garde turntablism. Marclay first gained 


















;03 JOHN FAHEY 

"Dream Of The Origin Of The French Broad River" 




;05 COIL 




;07 CURRENT NINETY THREE 

"Red Hawthorn Tree" previously unreleased 


of Psychic TV and the first Current 93 incarnations, 
David Tibet has since foiiowed an outsider path through 

imagery" Similar to artists like Henry Darger and Mr 
Imagination, Current Ninety Three's use of simple, 
unadorned melodies, children’s songs and tiny bells are 


:08 DJIVAN GASPARYAN 

"Nazani” from the Network album Heavenly 



has been the soul of Armenian music for some 1500 
years. Born in Solag in the Republic of Armenia in 
1928, Djivan Gasparyan is the world's best known 
duduk player By applying this shepherd's instrument to 
religious music, courtly music from the Middle Ages and 
troubadour songs, as well as developing the bass 
duduk, Gasparyan has preserved and expanded the 
traditions of Armenian music 'Nazani" is a traditional 


:09 PEANUT BUTTER WOLF 
"Run The Line {Mark 45 King Remix)" from the 
Copasetik album Definition Of III 

Since first making a name for himself with 'Chronicles (I 
Will Always Love HER)", on the 1995 compilation 
RtHum Of The DJ. Peanut Buner Wolf (aka Chris 

underground HipHop. His instrumental records of the 



fiasco (who provides the rhymes on "Run The Line"). 


:101-SOUND 

"Folded" Wire Tapper exclusive, courtesy of 

"Folded" IS a phantom mix of the back catalogue of 
New Jersey’s Erstwhile label - executed New York- 
style by l-Sound, experimental DJ and owner of the Full 
Watts label. Approaching this back catalogue featuring 
performances from the likes of Keith Rowe, Gunter 
Muller, Martin Tetreault, John Butcher, Thomas Lehn 
and Voice Crack as his chance to sit in on the free 


11 BITTONIC & SI-{CUT}.DB 

Recycled 200" Wire Tapper exi 
of The Sprawl Imprint 


collaborations with Scanner, Andrew Weatherall, Ad. 
To X s Ann Shenton, Freeform and Osymyso, BitTonic 
and SHcutl-db are key nodes on Europe's electronica 
network. The Sprawl organisation will take over 
London’s ICA in October to host the Ground Swell 


:12 C-SCHULZ & HAJSCH 



Schmickler, Frank Dommert and Georg Odyk The 
duo's recent self-titled album has extended tfiis 
approach into the studio by blending acoustic 


organ and field recordings, Monika Westphal on 'fire' 
and Daisuke Suzuki on bricks. 



As a co-founder of the iegendary LAFMS (Los Angeles 
Free Music Society), Tom Recchion has made a 

1997 solo album Chaotica was a tape loop fantasia of 
his escapades in exotica's Tropic of Capricorn. Most 
recently he has released an album, XOXO, as part of 
Extended Organ, a group which also includes Paul 
McCarthy, Fredrik Nilsen, Joe Potts and visual artist 


:14 PLURAMON 

"Self Remix" from the Mille Plateaux album Bit 



:15 HERMANN NITSCH 
"Night Music (String Quintett) Day 5 August 8, 
1998 1:30 AM” from the Cortical Foundation box 
set Das 6-Tage-^l Des Orgien tlysterien 
r/ieater/"Day Of Dionysus: Imperative Excess (Day 
3) Extract August 5,1998 3:00 PM" from a 
forthcoming Cortical Foundation LP 



parades, riotous noise and religious symbology. Much 
imperfea body, and the cacophony of brass bands. 


highlights his writing for strings, which has parallels 
with the low-level minimalism of La Monte Young and 


Terry Riley. □ 






trees, leaves, music in the autumn... 


maher shalal hash baz - from a summer to another summer 
(an egypt to another egypt) dip / od geographic! 

international airport - nothing we can control ip/cdgeographic2 
empress - empress ip/cd geographies 

maher shalal hash baz - unknown happiness 7"geographic4 
bill wells trio - incorrect practice forthcoming mip / cd geographies 
future pilot aka - tiny waves, mighty sea forthcoming ip/od geographies 

future pilot aka - beat of a drum forthcoming T / cds geographic? 
telstar ponies - farewell, farewell forthcoming7’geographies 
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surely the only r 


I t was in a cinema, approp 
I recently lucky enough to 5 
I beautiful old art deco cine 




honour at the city's annual Cinesonic event That night in 
late June he was interviewed onstage by Cinesonic's 
impish powerhouse, Philip Brophy, accompanied by clips 
of some of the 30-plus movies he had soundtracked; 
anyone unfamiliar with Jack Niizsche might have 


both Doris Day 
and Marianne Faithfull.) Niizsche presided over the mid- 
60s transformation of The Rolling Stones from R&B 
fops to enigmatic satyrs. He tied a rainbow of stnngs to 
Tim Buckley's jaunty/fraglle first album — which I bought 

hotel room. Listen now to the aquamarine Pacific tnt 
Nitzsche lays under Buckley's minstrel yearning - “If 
you'd smile my Iowtq blood would dance’ — i 



jack of hearts 

Ian Penman celebrates the late Jack Nitzsche, 
the rogue composer whose soundtrack legacy- 
reads like a rollcall of the Hollywood damned 



alone in his complaint that his input into the work of 
people like Young and Spector and The Stones never 
received due credit he did live long enough to make hi; 



by the attention being paid him. An obviously complex 
personality — happy with his chosen rote of backroom 






mu lUI SCIENCE 

IIU NATIII 

featuring master percussionist ZAKIR HUSSAIN 
with TALVIN SINGH TRILOKGURTU KARSH KALE 
BILL LASWELL and USTAD SULTAN KHAN 

SOUND CONSTRUaiON BY BILL lASWElL 
wHh addHional production by Tolvin Singh, 

Karsh Kale and Trilak Corfu 

OUT NOW ON CD 































Every month we play a musician 
a series of records which they’re 
asked to identify and comment 
on — with no prior knowledge of 
what they're about to hear. 

This month it's the turn of.. . 

Jiini Tenor 


Tested by Mike Barnes 
















invisible jukebox 
















From Charms Of The Night Sky to Tiny Bell Trio and Witness, trumpeter Dave Douglas's 
multicultuialism bridges the Balkans and the West, as well as healing wounds between uptown 
traditionalists and downtown free spirits. Words: Christoph Cox. Photos: Melanie Grizzel 
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Since settling in San Francisco, America’s 
transcontinental oddball collective Anticon 
has been advancing HipHop while toppling 
its stereotypes and expectations. 

Words: Hua Hsu 















P Planet Mu Records 



CAPITOL K (LIVE) 

HELLFISH & PRODUCER (DJING) 
JEGA (LIVE) 

KID SPATULA (DJING) 
LEAFCUTTER JOHN (LIVE) 


REAL 

tnOELlTY 


1^ THE UBEBATING SITONn OF nrinSI0N| 


PLATINUM CLASSICS FROM 
THE LAST FEW DECADES" loahed 










primer 

A bi-monthly series in 
which we offer a user's guide 
to the recordings of some of 
our favourite musics. 

This month, Richard 
Henderson explores Asia's 
music for the gods: 

Balinese and Javanese 
gamelan. Illustration: 

Savage Pencil 



blueprint for late 20th century composers from 
industrialised Western nations. As described by Peter 
Manuel in h\sPoixjlarMusicsOfTheNon-Westem World 
(Oxford University Press, 1988), these Include 










the primer 








the primer 












judged by many to be irreconcilable. Varety is the order 
of the day here, with an unusual repertoire making this 
a standout entry among gamelan discs. The tunings and 
arrangements will put some Western listeners in mind 
of tone row compositions by the likes of Webern. 
Rhythms hand drummed initially are taken to dynamic 




Parsons's recordings of The Musk Of Bali. Volume One 
{13136-3) is devoted to an incredible jegc^ bamboo 
group, Swara Cipta Priyanti, and Volume Three 


Gamelan Gong Kebyar: The Art 
Of Twentieth-Century Balinese 
Music 

By Michael Tenzer 
(Urwersity OfChKogo Press PBK+2xCD} 

A defining text by the author of Balinese Musk, who also 
co-founded the Californian ensemble Gamelan Sekar 



Music Of Death And New 
Creation: Experiences In The 
World Of Balinese Gamelan 
Beleganjur 

By Michael B Bakan 
(Urwersity Of Chicago Press PBK + CD) 




Regarded as funerary or marbal music in the past, the 
compositions associated with gamelan beleganjur 



this does not compromise his scholarly objectives. An 


appendix lists recordings available in Indonesia, which 
fascinates, but could lead to some tooth-grinding 

provided excerpts from several of these, collated 
alongside his own recordings, in a 33 track CD 
accompanying his book 

Gamelan Sekar Jaya 

Fajar 

(Gamelan Sekar Jaya 012 CD) 













the primer 







The global spread of niche musics documented in this 
magazine over the past decade owes a huge debt of thanks to 
the Internet. Over the following pages, we provide a map of 
The Wire’s online world, and investigate what the Web is 
doing for, and to, the music of our time 





.net 


enter 




wire200.net/artists 














wire200.net/artists 



RichazdHeU 

www.richardhell.com/ 

The Blank Generation hits the Net Hell's homepage 
has a kinda cute meat 'n' potatoes design, with bios, 
video clips from 1978 Voidoid gigs, poeby links and an 


Les Rallizes Denudes 

wwvv.yk.rim.or,jp/~ubud/ 


Distinctly individual site documenting one man's 
singular obsessions; Japanese feedback group Les 
Rallizes Denudes, new wave punk legends Friction, and 

earns kudos; though the group has been intensely and 
deliberately release-shy for more than 30 years, the 
amount of information (mostly in Japanese) collected 


gig fliers, lyrics and a live tape list to r 


John Oswald 

www.interlog com/" - 7Evacuvox/x.html 

with tiny black and white text. But it posts annotations 
of Oswald’s plunderphonic and conceptual releases, as 
well as updates on the Canadian's latest work. There's 
also a Plunderphonics mailing list (Am 



"All things start from Scratch," begins a basic yet 
informative site documenting the unstoppable dub 
deluge of the Black Ark sky pilot Aficionados of Perry's 
legendary conversational style will find a clutch of 
'outerviews' reprinted from various sources; plus a 
symbol key to his graffiti-covered Black Ark studio; a 
bunch of MP3 files and a big discography - essential 
for negotiating his labyrinthine catalogue. (RY) 


Erik Satie 

vvwwaflu.se/~fogvvall/satie.html 

Gymnop&jiste The design is dull and it loads slowly, but 
the patient are rewarded with plenty of info. {AHN} 

Ravi Shankar 

www.ravishankar.org 
Loaded with audio files, photos, links and a mailing list, 
Shankar’s site illuminates both his own music and the 
wider universe of Indian classical. (AHN) 


Sonic Youth 


been hell. Their hectic rock life spills out in all directions, 
and this sprawling fansite sops up a lot of rt, though its 



Sun Ra: Saturn Web 




Ultra-red 

www.comatonse.com/ultrared 
Ultra-red’s work as political actvists, cultural theorists 
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Muslimgauze 



















wire200.net/caughtnapping 









wire2O0.net/curios 
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mre200.net/mmehost 
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wire200.net/keystyling 
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International Documentation of 
Electroacoustic Music 

www.kgw.tu-berim.de:80/EMDoku/ 

The name says it all. This is a useful site for obtaining 



Japanese & New Zealand Noise 

VAVw.urban.ne.jp/home/paulc 
Run by Paul Collett, an expat New Zealander in Japan, 
these lengthy, entirely textual essays do a fine job of 
introducing major underground players and releases in 



releases from these two highly prolific scenes. Not 


mailing lists, sifted and seleaed a 


software 


www.niceup.com 

Probably the best reggae site on the Net Niceup 
archive of articles on topics like "Studio One Riddims" 


Audio Mulch 


' Stock, Hausen & 


facile and the focus is definitely on the major stars, but 
Niceup 15 an excellent source of information. (PS) 

pHinnWeb 

WWW,sci.fi/~phiimweb 

This excellent site, created by Erkki Rautio (aka pHinn) 

as an infobase on Finnish electronica, has become a 


Creating Music 

creatiiigmusic.com 
Morton Subotnick's online program for children is an 
eyecatching package with kiddie cartoon motifs that 
teach them the rudiments of music even as they have 


leading resource for dance, listening and avant garde Csounds 

music. Constantly updated, with masses of great links www.csounc3s.com 

not only to music sites, but also political actvism. The support site for Csounds' free, downloadable 
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In for the kill: October's selected albums and singles reviewed 
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the decriminaliiation of country music 
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double CD compilation drawn from the back 
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JLIAT-6 
TYPES OF 
SILENCE 
Still Life #5 
Six ten 
minute 
pieces 
made by 
writing 
continuous 
values of 
binary data 
into a PCM 
sound file. 
I.Booqie 
+327W 
2.Swinq 
+1638? 

3. Jive +0 

4. Ragtime 

5. Be-bop 
-16385 

6. Hip Hop 
-32768 
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LEIF ELGGREN 


CD ./row Ash International. 

ashrip@touch.demon.CO 
BOOK./rom Fdrgfabriken., 
info@fargfabriken.se 
EXHIBITION at Fdrgfa 









soundcheck 










soundcheck 































soundcheck 








soundcheck 

Ktt outer limits 


Reviewed bv Ian Penman . 


' b' ,"i '..1'. ■I',. [,ir 1 ii iirl -m ily n .v„|[, iir ,s; l,'.i ,r, People Like Us Tl ir: 11 : 























































_ _ S breathless over a new box set of Godard soundtracks 
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directory 

Label/distributor contacts for this month’s issue 
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TerreThaemlitz 

v/ * 

SND 


ThomasBrinkmann 


RichardH.Kirk 


NobukazuTakemura 


Jazzanova 


UnitedFutureOrg. 




TheWireSoundSystem 


FennO’Berg 

Elektronikaldia2000 

+ many more 

2® Electronic Music Festival of Donostia 


29th. 30m et^eptetnber & 1 st of Srlttfec 

i 

mm.eV^tonkaiAa.'^tg 
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October's selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
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Specialists in ultra- 
rare 

retro grooves. 



The collecliDn of your dreams 
at a fraction of the cost... 


www.1offwax.co.uk 

info@1onwax.CD.uk 
Tel: 1+4410141 SOS 73S4 








































































Subscribe online at: www.thewire.co.uk 


WIRE 


Our October offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a full set of 

Wire Tapper CDs or three extra issues plus The Wire Tapper 4 & 5 — FREI 


Three Extra Issues plus 
The Wire Tapper Vols 4 & 5 


The Wire Tapper Vols 1-5 


























epiphanies 

Sonic Youth’s Lee Ranaldo recalls a tsunami of inspiration on 
the night he heard Rhys Chatham’s frets melt 

drummer David Lintixi and I were riffling centre stage, a 'drummer' stood with a lone hl-hat 

through the listings in the back pages of /he cymbal. They were, we later discovered... on the left; 


























